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The Practice and Application of the Philosophy for Children Hawaii
LENG Lu

(College of Foreign Studies, Jinan University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510632, China)

Abstract: Philosophy for Children Hawaii, abbreviated as p4cHI, is initiated by Dr. Thomas Jackson in 1984. After 34 years
its teaching philosophy and practice have fully developed and well receivedaround the world. This article points out two
important features of Jackson’s p4cHI that distinguishes it from Lipman’s P4C: the concepts of little p philosophy and big P
philosophy: both involve content &. activity, and the idea of intellectual safety. The study summarizes the salient features of
p4cHI: the gently Socratic inquiry; the use of community ball; not being in a rush; and the Plain Vanilla inquiry. The basic
procedures for practicing p4cHI mainly include: establishing an intellectually and emotionally safe community of inquiry;
selecting topics via Plain Vanilla activity; using Good Thinker’s Toolkit to explore questions; and assessing the quality of
community of inquiry.
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